21 Days to Pentecost Sunday

Fire Still Falling                      Joel 2:21-30
D

isgraceful intermingling of the races, they cry and make howling noises all day and into the night.  They run, jump, shake all over, shout to the top of their voice, spin around in circles, fall out on the sawdust blanketed floor jerking, kicking and rolling all over it. Some of them pass out and do not move for hours as though they were dead.  These people appear to be mad, mentally deranged or under a spell.  They claim to be filled with the spirit.  They have a one eyed, illiterate, Negro as their preacher who stays on his knees much of the time with his head hidden between the wooden milk crates.  He doesn't talk very much but at times he can be heard shouting Repent," and he's supposed to be running the thing...  They repeatedly sing the same song , 'The Comforter Has Come.'" –                                                             
  A Los Angeles newspaper (September 1906) 
The waves of Pentecostal salvation are still rolling in at Azusa Street Mission. From morning until late at night the meetings continue with about three altar services a day. We have made no record of souls saved, sanctified and baptized with the Holy Spirit, but a brother said last week he counted about fifty in all that had been baptized with the Holy Spirit during the week. Then at Eighth Street and Maple Avenue, the People's church, Monrovia, Whittier, Hermon, Sawtelle, Pasadena, Elysian Heights, and other places the work is going on and souls are coming through amid great rejoicing. Four of the Holiness preachers have received the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. One of them, Brother William Pendleton, with his congregation, being turned out of the church, is holding meetings at Eighth Street and Maple Avenue. There is a heavenly atmosphere there. The altar is filled with seekers; people are slain under the power of God, and rising in a life baptized with the Holy Spirit.
The fire is spreading. People are writing from different points to know about this Pentecost, and are beginning to wait on God for their Pentecost. He is no respecter of persons and places. We expect to see a wave of salvation go over this world. While this work has been going on for five years, it has burst out in great power on this coast. There is power in the full Gospel. Nothing can quench it.
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After the Earthquake                     Acts 10:1-47
I

 came from Frisco to Los Angeles five days after the earthquake and heard about these Pentecostal people. I visited their meetings and looked on rather critically. At first I opposed and openly fought them and said it was the devil. The result was I backslid altogether and had to go back and ask forgiveness and do my first works over again, even down to having the devils cast out of me. Afterward I received pardon and the cleansing blood again through fasting and prayer and much study of the Word. Eight weeks ago, I received the Baptism of the Holy Spirit and spoke with new tongues.

Four days after I received the Baptism, while in secret prayer at my bedside I was led of the Spirit to pray in an unknown language for nearly all the world. When I got through the Spirit led me to go down and see a sister and her husband, Brother and Sister Turner, a blessedly sanctified man and wife. I obeyed and found them both sitting out in their back yard, and as I came in they all commenced to praise the Lord with weeping and crying, as I was speaking in an unknown tongue. The Lord then led me to lay hands on them both and on a young sister that was there visiting them (Acts 19.6) and all three of them spoke in new tongues and glorified God.

I then got in the car to attend our Bible school up at Azusa Street Mission. I got off close to our mission and saw two colored police officers with which I was slightly acquainted, and felt led to speak to them of what the Lord had done for my soul. I commenced speaking in an unknown language and they said I was crazy and carried me to the station. While waiting for the patrol wagon at the corner, I was enabled to preach to quite a crowd of people. I also preached up at the police headquarters in both English and in unknown language. They put me in among the prisoners. I continued to preach and they quickly took me out of there, carried me into the emergency hospital, and kept me in there all night. 
I preached a good part of the night to them and they listened very attentively. Before morning, they were all my friends. One of the attendants interpreted one of the languages that I spoke as the Kru language, a tribe in Africa that he was acquainted with. 

CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST 
19 Days to Pentecost Sunday

The Endowment  of Power  
T

he first thing in order to receive this precious and wonderful baptism is to have a clear knowledge of justification by faith, according to Rom. 5.1., "Therefore, being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. We know that all our sins guilt and pollution are washed away. Old things are passed away, behold all things are become new. The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost. We have eternal life in our souls and the Spirit witnesses with our Spirit that we are the children of God.

Now since we are justified by faith, we have access, through the precious blood, to present ourselves to God as a living sacrifice for sanctification, which is the second work of grace that cleanses us from inbred sin, inbred disobedience and rebellion. The old man is crucified, the body of sin destroyed. Rom. 6.6., "Knowing this, that our old man is crucified, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. We are made holy by the blood of Jesus, for we have a witness by the Holy Ghost, Heb. 10. 14, 15, "For by one offering He hath perfected forever them that are sanctified, whereof the Holy Ghost also is a witness to us."

But yet this is not the baptism with the Holy Ghost. Many people have taken the promise of the Father to be sanctification, but if we carefully read our Bibles and our references in our Bibles, we will find that sanctification and the baptism with the Holy Spirit are altogether different. We are sanctified through the precious blood of our ******* Jesus died for us-not the Holy Ghost. Praise our God. They were not to tarry in Jerusalem till He should pour out His blood upon them, but tarry for the promise of the Father. John truly baptized with water, but the Lord Jesus was coming to baptize with the Holy Ghost and fire. Jesus said, "Ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence," and "ye shall receive power after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you."
You may not receive the gift of tongues when you receive the baptism with the Holy Ghost, but you receive the witness of tongues, that is to say-you will speak in tongues when you are baptized with the Holy Spirit. In seeking the baptism with the Holy Spirit do not ask the Lord for tongues. Just pray the Lord to give you the baptism with the Holy Ghost as He gave his disciples, according to the second chapter of Acts, and wait before Him till the Lord verifies His promise in your precious soul.
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18 Days to Pentecost Sunday
The Pentecostal Experience   Acts 2:34-47
S

ister Lucy M. Leatherman writes from 231 Second Avenue, NY, of her work there witnessing to the Pentecost. We have not space for a full report, but her testimony will be of interest to all.

"While seeking for the Baptism of the Holy Spirit in Los Angeles, after Sister Ferrell laid hands on me, I praised and praised God and saw my Savior in the heavens. As I praised, I came closer and closer, and I became so small. By and by, I swept into the wound in His side, and He was not only in me but I in Him, and there I found that rest that passeth all understanding and 
He said to me, you are in the bosom of the Father. He said I was clothed upon and in the secret place of the Most High. I said, "Father, I want the gift of the Holy Spirit," and the heavens opened and I was overshadowed, and such power came upon me and went through me. He said, Praise Me, and when I did, angels came and ministered unto me. I was passive in His hands, and by the eye of faith I saw angel hands working on my vocal cords, and I realized they were loosing me. I began to praise Him in an unknown language.

"In a few days, while on my way to church, I met a woman and two little children. She was talking to her children in a language that sounded like the Words God had given me. I spoke a sentence to her, and she said, 'What you say means God has given Himself to you.' She is from Beirut, Syria, and speaks Arabic. Eight years ago, in AB Simpson's missionary school at Nyack, New York, I heard the Macedonian cry to go to Jerusalem, but it is to the Arabs. I am told there are more Arabs than Jews there, and God has been speaking to me and asks me if I would be willing to go with Him to the wild Arab of the desert. Anywhere with Jesus I will gladly go. On land or sea, what matter where, Where Jesus is 'tis heaven there. "Pray that God will send a revival to this city and pray for Arabia."

CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST - Nor Cal Metropolitan Jurisdiction

17 Days to Pentecost Sunday           

Pentecostal Missions…now in the city        Acts 8:1-22
T

here are three regular Pentecostal missions now in the city, besides a number of cottage prayer meetings in which the Lord is working in power. In Monrovia, Pasadena, Sawtelle, Whittier and other points about here, as fast as workers are ready to go out, meetings are springing up.

A Presbyterian evangelist from Greenfield, IA, hearing the glad tidings from Los Angeles, a Brother Atherton, came 2,500 miles. The first night he was in the meeting he was slain under the power of God and said that one meeting paid for the trip. Afterward he received the Baptism of the Holy Spirit and spoke in tongues. He then started home filled with great joy to spread the good news.

Some who learned of the Pentecost in Los Angeles through reading this paper have come to Los Angeles and received the Baptism of the Holy Spirit and the Bible evidence as received on the day of Pentecost. One received the Holy Spirit and gift of tongues while reading the first number of the paper. May the Lord continue to bless these printed messages to souls. We expect the Spirit to accompany this paper to the heart of each reader.

News comes from Colorado Springs that souls are being saved, sanctified, and baptized with the Holy Spirit. Some are being healed also. A number are speaking in tongues. The Lord is calling some to go as missionaries, and a number are expecting to go to different parts of the world. The gift of singing and playing instruments in the Spirit has been given. A child six years of age has the gift of tongues, also a person eighty years of age. A girl of twelve years preaches and signs in the Indian language.

We are receiving letters from all over the world, requesting prayers that they might receive their Pentecost and healing. Almost every day we are getting returns that prayer has been heard. Handkerchiefs are sent in letters to be anointed and blessed for healing, and we do so and bless God, He hears and answers prayer. One instance comes to our mind now of a little baby about a year old, who was very sick with a high fever. The parents sent a handkerchief to be prayed over. It was blessed and sent back, and when it was laid on the child's face, almost immediately the fever left her, and in a half hour it was playing around and well. Praise our Christ for His matchless power.
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16 Days to Pentecost Sunday 

Praising God for Pentecost             Acts 3:1-26
Pentecost in Woodland Brother G. W. Evans, who has just come from Woodland, California, reports a Pentecostal revival in that place. Thirty-two have been baptized with the Holy Spirit, thirty-one sanctified, and twenty saved. Seventeen members out of the Baptist Church are filled with the Holy Spirit including the superintendent of the Sunday school and his wife. The Sunday school superintendent of the Methodist Church is also baptized with the Holy Spirit, and the difficulty now on hand is the need of a larger building to accommodate the crowds. Fourteen were healed at one meeting. God's word is made so clear and plain that the crowds are pressing in spiritual hunger for the living truth. Sister Sophie and Sister Reece from Oakland, whom God has been using, are at present in charge.

A man that had been possessed with a mad demon and had been in the asylum was delivered. The Lord cast out this demon, clothed him in his right mind and completed the work, baptizing him with the Holy Spirit. In another remarkable instance, a party was under sentence of court that decision was suspended and the defendant saved, sanctified, and filled with the Holy Spirit and became a good citizen.
Pentecost in San Diego November 28th e are praising God for victory in San Diego. Brother Love and I came down here last Thursday to see if the Lord was preparing to take out a people for Himself in this city by the sea. On arriving in the city, we were not long in finding my old friend and brother, George Reilly, who was earnestly tarrying for the Pentecost. We appointed a meeting at his house the same night and he was gloriously baptized with the Holy Spirit and spoke with tongues. We met again the next evening and two more received their Pentecost with Bible evidence. Hallelujah! The Lord had already laid it upon Brother Reilly to open a mission on this line. He had secured the building and we had it ready for service by Saturday night. The people came out and nearly filled the seating capacity and we had a most wonderful meeting. Some were justified, sanctified, and blessedly anointed. Interest is increasing. Some are falling under the power of the Holy Spirit and under mighty conviction of the people. We believe the Lord wants Azusa Street Mission duplicated to this city. We expect to stay here until the Lord says, "Flee ye to another." He has showed us that He has many people in this city. Hallelujah! Pray for San Diego and us. – F. E. Hill

CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST
15 Days to Pentecost Sunday

The Great Sekinah Glory         John 7:10-38
T

he great shekinah glory is still resting upon us as a pillar of fire by night and a pillar of cloud by day, where hundreds and thousands of souls have come and been blessed through the mighty power of our blessed Lord. Hungry and thirsty souls are coming from hundreds and thousands of miles to get their personal Pentecost, and receiving and taking the glad tidings back home to hungry and thirsty souls that are waiting their arrival.

People from thousands of miles have been coming to Los Angeles to get into the rivers of salvation. John saw a river proceeding out of the throne of God and the Lamb and on either side of that river was the tree of life. We can get the fruit on either side of the river, but we have to swim to get it. If you want this great blessing, you must launch out by faith into the river. It is a very sweet thing to be where the rivers are flowing.

It is such a blessing to be sanctified, cleansed, crucified, nailed to the Cross of Christ. Old things have passed away, the old man is crucified, slain, and Jesus Christ is enthroned and crowned within. When I came from San Jose here last May, I heard of these meetings and came down to see. I had not been in the house an hour before I knew God's Spirit was here, and I commenced seeking the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. , Glory to God, He came and completely deluged my soul and body, until I hardly knew whether I was in the body or out. As the Holy Spirit came upon me, I saw Jesus sitting upon a cloud looking at me and at the congregation, and He said He was coming soon. My tongue commenced to move, and I spoke in an unknown tongue as the Spirit gave utterance. In prayer, I often speak in a foreign tongue and at home or in meeting, I often am moved to speak in tongues. Bless God! Glory! -Mrs. P. Perkins
Brother GB Cashwell, who came from North Carolina for his Pentecost, has returned on his way rejoicing to carry the good news of the Pentecost to the hungry souls there. He had faith in God that the money would be provided for his fare to return, and the Lord provided it. He trusted the Lord for a suit of clothes and the Lord gave him a suit. A little girl in Whittier lately received her Pentecost while the people in the room were silently praying and she began to sing in an unknown tongue, "Where He leads me, I will follow." Then she was filled with great joy and said her name was written in heaven and she was sealed unto the day of redemption.
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14 Days to Pentecost Sunday

The City is Shaken Up         Ephesians 5:1-21
T

he power of God now has this city agitated as never before. Pentecost has surely come and with it the Bible evidences are following, many being converted and sanctified and filled with the Holy Ghost, speaking in tongues as they did on the day of Pentecost. The scenes that are daily enacted in the building on Azusa street and at Missions and Churches in other parts of the city are beyond description, and the real revival has only started, as God has been working with His children mostly, getting them through to Pentecost, and laying the foundation for a mighty wave of salvation among the unconverted. 

The meetings are held in an old Methodist church that had been converted in part into a tenement house, leaving a larger unplastered, barn-like room on the ground floor. Here about a dozen congregated each day, holding meetings on Bonnie Brae in the evening. The writer attended a few of these meetings and being so different from anything he had seen and not hearing any speaking in tongues, he branded the teaching as third-blessing heresy, and thought that settled it. It is needless to say the writer was compelled to do a great deal of apologizing and humbling himself to get right with God. 

In a short time God began to manifest His power and soon the building could not contain the people. Now the meetings continue all day and into the night and the fire is kindling all over the city and surrounding towns. Proud, well dressed preachers come into "investigate." Soon their high looks are replaced with wonder, then conviction came, and very often you will find them in a short time wallowing on the dirty floor, asking God to forgive them and make them as little children. 

It would be impossible to state how many have been converted, sanctified, and filled with the Holy Ghost. They have been and are daily going out to all points of the compass to spread this wonderful gospel. Many churches have been praying for Pentecost, and Pentecost has come. The question is now, will they accept it? God has answered in away they did not look for. He came in a humble way as of old, born in a manger.  All over this city, God has been setting homes on fire and coming down and melting and saving and sanctifying and baptizing with the Holy Ghost. 

CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST
13 Days to Pentecost Sunday

Pentecost, Here & There 1 Corithians 12:1-31
 A

 message was sent us from a people in New England states who received the Pentecost before we did. As Brother A. J. Rawson an evangelist of 15 Eliott St, Swampscott, MA, received one of the Apostolic Faith papers and was reading it to his wife who is also an evangelist and has the gift of tongues, she broke out in tongues and interpreted. Her husband wrote the interpretation in English, and sent it to us, and we feel it is of God for His people. The message is as follows:"This work is of God that you are reading of. Let no one put his hand on it. Let all press in and have their part. God has many richer blessings for His faithful children. Seek Him earnestly and pray for His gifts which are a witness of the Spirit."

They also write, "We are with you in the Spirit in this last work of God. We are rejoiced to hear of those having the gifts of the Spirit according to 1 Corinthians 12. There have been a few of God's children in New England, in Pennsylvania and Virginia who have believed for years that all these gifts were for the church, and they have been nicknamed the "Gift People." They have had all the gifts including tongues, but it seems but a few drops preceding the rain and now the work seems to fulfill the "latter rain." There are a godly number of people here in the east ready to fellowship this work. We believe it is a token of the soon coming of the Lord. Amen."

924 N. Kansas Avenue, Topeka, KS February 21- Glory to Jesus for the real Pentecostal power that is coming back to His people! About three months ago, Brother and Sister Batman stopped off here for a few days on their way to Africa, and told of the wonderful work of God going on in the West. It made us very hungry for more of God, and we began to seek earnestly for the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. Soon afterwards a band of workers came from Denver and were with us ten days. Several received the Baptism while they were here. After they left, we went through some very severe testing, but we held on and when we needed help the worst, God sent Brother Tom Hezmalhach and a band of workers to us, for which we praise Him with all our heart. They were with us four weeks and their labors were owned and blessed of God in establishing the work here. A good many were saved, sanctified and baptized with the Holy Spirit. One young man received his call to the foreign field. We expect the work to move right on.  / Yours in Jesus,  CE Foster
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12 Days to Pentecost Sunday

Alaska Brother Proves Acts 1:8  Acts 1:1-26
I was born at Louisville, Kentucky, on May 17, 1850. My parents were Irish Catholics so of course I was brought up in that faith. I followed the occupation of a drummer for 17 years, representing different houses during that time. Jesus found me on the dock in Ohio, friendless, homeless, Godless, a confirmed drunkard without hope. I went into the Floating Bethel and there heard that Jesus Christ came into the world to save the lost. I was the black sheep of a family of ten children. I was lost in the mountains of sin, but, thank God, that day I heard the Shepherd's voice calling for me. I dropped on my knees, an ungodly drummer, and arose to my feet a new creature in Christ Jesus, and immediately began telling the story.
The 30th day of October 1897, I was wholly sanctified through faith in the Blood of Jesus Christ, God's Son. Yet there was at times a great hungering in my soul for something, I scarcely knew what. I would plead the promise of Jesus in Acts 1, 8, "Ye shall receive power after that the Holy Spirit is come upon you." Yet I stuck to the teaching that when we were sanctified, we were baptized with the Holy Spirit. Still that hunger and feeling of lack of power was always with me.

About three years ago, God began to talk to me and show me there was more for me. I would fast and pray and examine myself by the Word of God to see if I was wholly sanctified. The Holy Spirit would witness that my heart was clean. Hallelujah! Yet, there was that longing in my soul. While in Alaska last summer, I would arise at two o'clock in the morning, go away alone in the mountains and spend hours in prayer for the power of God. 
Two months ago, a paper was given me, telling of the wonderful outpouring of the Holy Spirit in Los Angeles. Just as soon as I could, I packed my grip and left Alaska for Los Angeles, arriving there Oct. 5th. The night following found me at the altar seeking the Baptism of the Holy Spirit and fire, (Matthew 2:11) Praise God, before I left the altar I received my Pentecost and the gift of tongues, and am speaking in many different languages. I am soon expecting to start around the world preaching full salvation as I go, trusting my heavenly Father to supply all my needs. I am saved, sanctified, healed, and baptized with the Holy Spirit. Glory to God.-HM Turney, San Jose, CA


CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST 
11 Days to Pentecost Sunday

Who Has Believed our Report    Acts 9:1-22
A

bout two months ago, I began to read in the Way of Faith the reports of the meetings in Azusa Mission, Los Angeles. I had been preaching Holiness for nine years, but my soul began to hunger and thirst for the fullness of God. The Spirit led me more and more to seek my Pentecost. After praying and weeping before God for many days. He put it into my heart to go to Los Angeles to seek the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. My wife prayed and wept with me until we both got the witness that it was the will of God for me to go. The devil fought me and laid the hand of affliction on my wife, and I felt it almost impossible for me to come. 
The night I left home, wife and I prayed and wept before the Lord and God gave the victory, and we both consented on our knees that if we died we would be in the order of the Lord and that God would take us home. I immediately rose and took my valise in hand, went to the depot, and started for Los Angeles. Glory to God. I was six days on the road, was fasting and praying to the Lord continually. As soon as I reached Azusa Mission, a new crucifixion began in my life and I had to die to many things, but God gave me the victory.

The first altar call I went forward in earnest for my Pentecost. I struggled from Sunday until Thursday. While seeking in an upstairs room in the Mission, the Lord opened the windows of heaven and the light of God began to flow over me in such power as never before. I then went into the room where the service was held, and while Sister Lum was reading of how the Holy Spirit was falling in other places, before I knew it, I began to speak in tongues and praise God. A brother interpreted some of the Words to be "I love God with all my soul." He filled me with His Spirit and love, and I am now feasting and drinking at the fountain continually and speak as the Spirit gives utterance, both in my own language and in the unknown language. I find that all has to be surrendered to God, our own language and all, and He speaks through us English, German, Greek or any other tongue in His own will and way.

The Lord also healed my body. I had been afflicted with rheumatism for years, and at a healing service held here, I was anointed and prayed for and was immediately healed of rheumatism and catarrh, and have a sound body and clothed in my right mind.-GB Cashwell, Dunn, NC
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Pentecostal Falling        
McKeesport, PA/ February 8-The Holy Spirit has fallen on about a dozen, they are speaking in tongues, and we do not know where the work will stop. There have been two received their call to China. We praise God for His wonderful grace and power. -SF Black
Davis Avenue Ann Street, Mobile, AL/ February 1-After a hard battle in this wicked place, the Lord gave me a tent in answer to prayer. We give God all the glory for victory. Five have been sanctified and three received Pentecost. One brother that has been crippled for years has been healed in his foot and can walk without a stick, and we are expecting a great work of the Lord here soon. -FW Williams
Spokane, Washington/ March 21-Thank God, the work of the Holy Spirit is reaching into the remotest places of the earth. Nearly thirty have received their Pentecost right here in Spokane in the past few days. Many are speaking in tongues, writing, and praising God in all things. The Apostolic Light will be somewhat delayed, owing to my removal from Portland office to the work to which God called me in Spokane. -ML Ryan
In Burgess, SC/  March 16- we are having a wonderful meeting in our midst. Several are being baptized with the Holy Spirit. The people are coming by crowds and God's great work is spreading. Glory to God for this wonderful salvation that is coming back to earth again."-Mr. D. Brown
In Santa Cruz, CA/ Pentecost has fallen in Santa Cruz. The last report was that people were being saved, sanctified, baptized with the Holy Spirit, and healed. Many seeking. Brother and Sister T. W. McConnell have been laboring there and Brother Wilkinson has been assisting.
25 Short Ridge Avenue, San Jose, CA March 4-Praise God for victory. Thirteen have received their Pentecost and Bible evidence since we came here Glory to God! The whole place is stirred. Sunday there were eight healed as soon as I anointed them, and they shouted praises to God. Sunday was a hallelujah day all day. Praise God. Sinners are under awful conviction here. The hall is crowded and the people cannot all get in. We are looking for the power to fall as on Pentecost. H. McLain
9 Days to Pentecost Sunday

Pentecostal Falling        
1624 Oakland Avenue, Des Moines, IA/ February 21-God is working here. Seven or eight are speaking in tongues and others awakened to the truth. I myself have received the gift, speak in many different tongues, and can interpret the same. The burden of the Spirit seems to be the blindness of the people, the soon coming of the Lord, the awful judgments that are coming, and to prepare messengers and a bride for His coming. The mission is becoming a center for the hungry ones and too small to accommodate the people. God bless you all. We have had no teaching outside, except our own close walk with God and getting down, down, down before Him and proving Him who never fails. Praise His name. EC Ladd
215 Locust Avenue, San Francisco, CA March 3-The Lord is working mightily in San Francisco. Many souls have been converted, sanctified, baptized with the Holy Spirit and fire, and healed by the power of God. One Methodist preacher by the name of H.O. Lanham who came to our meetings a few days ago received the Baptism of the Holy Spirit Tuesday night (March 5), and spoke in tongues as the Spirit gave utterance. A Baptist preacher who was backslidden got saved, sanctified and baptized with the Holy Spirit and healed, and is now ready to go out and preach the Gospel of Christ in its purity. Brother Prentiss came to us from Los Angeles and the Lord is blessing him in the meetings.    Adolph Rosa
In Long Beach/ The Lord is blessing in Long Beach, CA We cannot tell just how many at this date have received their Pentecost and speak in tongues. Hungry souls are seeking. Crowds attend the street meetings. Last Sunday night, many had to be turned away. Brother McCauley has charge of the work. He says, "The Lord has wonderfully planted the seed of salvation in Long Beach in street meetings every Sunday afternoon. Oh, how I praise Him for the outpouring of His Spirit. A baby that had been sick all its life was wonderfully healed in answer to prayer. Peace be to all the saints in Christ Jesus. Amen."-E. McCauley, 

8 Days to Pentecost Sunday

Pentecostal Falling    
T
his great movement is like a little mustard seed planted in Los Angeles. It took root in a humble place that proved to be good soil and, watered with rivers from heaven, it soon put forth its branches to nearby towns as Long Beach and out to Oakland. Soon the limbs spread north and far over the eastern states, and then clear over into Sweden and India. Now it is spreading all over the world. How beautiful and green it is, and how the birds are coming to lodge in its branches!
Christ is making up His jewels quickly. Oh, how the "latter rain" is falling. We hear from Canada, from the east and south the sound of abundance of rain. Praise God. It is falling in Sweden, in Norway and refreshing showers in India. In addition, we hear of gracious drops falling in other distant lands. We hear the rumbling of the chariots of heaven. Some are trying to stop it but you might as well try to stop a cloudburst in the mountains. This thing is in God's hands.
Men and women have prayed years to see this precious light, prayed to see Los Angeles revived. Now we can see the fruits of Pentecost here, God healing people, saving, sanctifying, baptizing with the Holy Spirit, speaking through the power of the Spirit and singing in unknown tongues, giving sweet anthems from heaven. God has graciously answered the prayers of His people, though many are blinded and cannot see it; but praise God, our eyes have seen this great salvation and we ought to be encouraged to go forward as never before.
At the beginning of the Eighteenth century, among the French Protestants, there were wonderful manifestations of the Spirit power accompanied by the Gift of Tongues. The early Quakers received the same powerful religious stimulus and had the Gift of Tongues. The Irvingite church, about 1830, had the baptism with the Holy Ghost, and spoke in other tongues. In the Swedish revival in 1841-43 there were the same manifestations of the Spirit and also the Gift of Tongues. In the Irish revival of 1859 there is the record of the power of the Spirit in winning souls and the speaking in tongues by Spirit filled men and women. (Bishop Hurst's History of the Christian Church, Vol. 1). 

7  Day to Pentecost Sunday

Trusting God for Needs
R

ussians hear in their own tongue. Different nationalities are now hearing the Gospel in their own "tongue wherein they were born." Sister Anna Hall spoke to the Russians in their church in Los Angeles, in their own language as the Spirit gave utterance. They were so glad to hear the truth that they wept and even kissed her hands. They are a very simple, pure, and hungry people for the full Gospel. The other night, as a company of Russians were present in the meeting, Bro. Lee, a converted Catholic, was permitted to speak their language. As he spoke and sang, one of the Russians came up and embraced him. It was a holy sight, and the Spirit fell upon the Russians, as well as on others, and they glorified God

A baptismal service was held at terminal island, one of the beaches near Los Angeles. One hundred and six persons were baptized in the ocean. About 500 people went down from Los Angeles and spent the day. A number of extra cars were filled and such a singing, shouting, joyful company Terminal Island never saw before. The day was spent in services of worship and the baptismal service. Bro. Seymour performed the baptismal services. All were immersed. 

Monrovia, Pasadena, San Pedro, Sawtelle, and Whittier are places about Los Angeles that are catching the Pentecostal fire. Elysian Heights and Hermon, suburbs of Los Angeles have cottage prayer meetings where souls are being baptized with the Holy Ghost. Two holiness churches, one in Los Angeles and one in Monrovia have caught the fire, the ministers and numbers of the congregation having received the Pentecost and are speaking with tongues. The Burning Bush workers in Los Angeles came into the movement in a body and numbers of the different missions and the New Testament and Nazarene people are being filled with the Spirit and carrying the blessed light to other hungry souls. It is not our desire to tear down churches but to make new churches out of old ones. We pray for God to send the Pentecost to every church.

"He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water."
6 Days to Pentecost Sunday

C. H. Mason Comes to Azusa   Acts 16:1-16
T

hat night the Lord spoke to me, that Jesus saw all of this world wrong but did not attempt to set it right until God overshadowed Him with the Holy Ghost. And He said that "I was no better than my Lord," and if I wanted him to baptize me, I would have to let the people's right and wrong's all alone, and look to Him and not to the people, and He would baptize me and not the people. And I said yes to God.
Glory! The second night of prayer I saw a vision. I saw myself stand​ing alone and had a dry roll of paper. I had to chew it. When I had gotten it all in my mouth, trying to swallow it, looking up towards the heavens, there appeared a man at my side. I turned my eyes at once, then I woke and interpretation came. God had me swallowing the whole book, and that if I did not turn my eyes to any one but God and Him only, He would baptize me* X said yes to Him, and at once, in the morning when X arose X could hear a voice in me saying, 'I see1. I had joy but was not satisfied. A sister began to tell me about the faults that were among the saints, but stopped as she did not want to hinder me by telling me of them. I sat and looked at her and said, 'you all may stand on your heads, God has told me what to do. God is going to baptize me'. So I came to the (Azusa) mission….. 
I got a place at the altar and began to thank God.    After that, I said, 'Lord if I could only baptize myself I would do so', for I wanted the baptism so bad that I did not know what to do.    I said,   'Lord you will have to do the work for me1*   So I just turned it all over into His hands to do the work for me; a brother came and prayed for ms.    I did not feel any better or any worse.   One sister came and said,  'Satan will try to make you feel sad, but that is not the way to receive hi™—you must be glad and praise the Lord1. I told her that I was letting the- Lord search my heart, for I did not want to receive new wine in old bottles.    But I said,  'my heart does not condemn me1. Then I quoted the scripture to her which readeth thus:    "Beloved, if our hearts condemn us not, then have confidence toward God, and whatsoever we ask, we receive of him."   I John 3;21-22.    Then I realized in my heart that I had confidence in God and did not have to get it/for my heart was free from condemnation. Then I began to seek the Holy Ghost according to Acts 2:4 "Then they that gladly receive His word were baptized."   X saw that X had a right io be glad and not sad.   As the enemy was trying to make me believe the way to  . receive the Holy Ghost was to be sad, but the light of the word put him out.

CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST
5 Days to Pentecost Sunday

C. H. Mason Recieves His Pentecost         (Part 1)          
There came a reason in my mind which said,  'were you sad when you were going to marry?  I said 'no, I was glad?   It said that this meant wedlock to Christ.    Then I saw more in being glad than in being sad* The enemy said to me, 'there may be something wrong with you*.    Then a voice spoke to me and said,  'if there is anything wrong with you Christ will find it, and take it away and will marry you, at any rate, and will not break the vow'.   More light came and my heart rejoiced I    Some said let us sing.    I arose and the first song that came to me was 'He brought me out of the miry Clay; He «p*t my feet on the Rock to Stay*.    The Spirit came upon the saints and upon met    After which I soon sat down and soon my hands went up and I resolved in my heart not to take them down until the Lord baptized me.
Again the enemy bothered me, trying to show me how much pain it would cause me to endure not knowing how long it would be before the Lord would baptize me.   I might not be able to hold out.    The Spirit rebuked Satan, and said, 'the Lord is able to make me stand; and if not, I was a liar.'    God made me know I was looking to Him not to myself or anything*   The sound of a mighty wind was in me, and my soul cried, 'Jesus only none like Tout   My soul cried and soon I began to die.   It seemed that I heard the groaning of Christ on the cross dying for me.   All of the work in me until X died out of the old man. 

The sound stopped for a little while; my soul cried> Oh, God* finish your work in me.    Then the sound broke out in me again.    Then I felt something raise me out of ny seat without any effort of my own.    X said,  'it may be my imagina​tion1 .    Then I looked down to see if it was really so.   I saw that I was ris​ing.    Then I gave up, for the Lord to have His way in me.    So there came a wave of glory into me, and all ay being was filled with the glory of God,   So when He had gotten me straight on my feet there came a light which eseloped my entire being above the brightness of the sun*   When I opened my mouth to say Glory, a flame touched my tongue which ran down in me.    My language changed and no word could I speak in my own tongue.   Ohl I was filled with the glory of the Lord.    My soul was then satisfied.    I rejoiced in Jesus my Savior, whom I loved so dearly.   And from that day until now there has been an overflowing joy of the glory of the lord in my heart. Jf^f^-JStffe'After five weeks I left Los Angeles, California for Memphis, Tennessee, my home.    The fire had fallen there before my arrival.    Brother Glenn Cook, of Los Angeles, California was there telling the story and the Lord sending the rain.   I was full of the power when I reached home*   
4 Days to Pentecost Sunday                                                        
C. H. Mason the Early Days
T

he Spirit had taken full control of me and everything was new to me and to all the saints.   The way He went after things was all new; the way He did things was new.   At the same time I soon found that He could, and was teaching me all things and showing the things of the Lord.    He taught me how and what to sing and all of His songs were new.    The third day after He began with me in Memphis I asked Him to give me the interpretation of vfaat was spoken in tongues, for I did not understand the operation of the Spirit.    I wanted the church to understand   the operation   of the Spirit.
What the Spirit was saying through me so that they might have been edified. My prayers were not in vain.    The lord stood me up and began to speak in tongues and interpret the same.    He soon gave me the gift of interpation, that is, He would interpret sounds, groans and any kind of spiritual utterance.
Elder Mason continues:    The Holy Ghost thfn began all kinds of drawing and spiritual writing, which was done without any thought of my mind.    I could see and clearly understand Matt. 23:34, idiich saith,  

Theerefore behold I send unto you prophets and wise men and scribes, and some of them shall ye Trill, and crucify and some of them shall ye scomrage in your synagogues, and persecute them from city to city11.    I also understood more clearly Matt* 13:52 which readeth thus:  
  "Then said He unto them, therefore every scribe which is instructed into the kingdom of Heaven is Tike a man that is aa house hblder, which bringeth forth from his treasures both new and old."   Oh, glory to His Holy name!   How I thank Him for his word that gives light to all who receive and obey it!
The Spirit through me has saved, sanctified and baptized thousands of souls of all colors and nations.    Hundreds have been healed by my laying on my hands and praying to God to rebuke the enemy (the Devil).   
3 Days to Pentecost Sunday

COGIC:  An Enduring Legacy:  
Bridging the Generations:

 It is ironic that on April 3,1968, Reverend Doctor Martin Luther King Jr. delivered his final speech at Mason Temple, the International headquarters of the Church of God in Christ in Memphis, Tennessee. King spoke in the shadow of one of the most monumental figures in American Christianity, Bishop Charles Harrison Mason, (1866 -1961) founding patriarch of the Church of God in Christ  Because of the impact of Bishop Mason, the face of American Christianity would never remain the same.  
Origins and Development
He was born four years after Emancipation Proclamation to Jerry and Eliza Mason, former slaves and members of Missionary Baptist Church a few miles from Memphis.  History was redemptive when little Charles Mason was stricken with a severe life threatening episode of fever and was miraculously healed by the power of God.  One year after his fathers death (1879) he received Christ and was baptized into the Christian faith at the Mount Olive Baptist Church near Plummersville, Arkansas. After ordination and marriage in 1891, Elder Mason sought to educate himself by admission to Arkansas Baptist College. 
Holiness Stirrings

By 1894, the young Mason had completed his studies within the Institute of the college. By 1895 the influence of the Holiness Movement with its emphasis on sanctification had impacted the youthful Elder Mason.  Under Wesleyan influence, their message had come to embrace perfection, characterized by “perfect love.” A division within the Methodist church in 1880  formed  as a result of a controversy over John Wesley’s doctrine of sanctification. One group stressed “perfect love” while a separate group stressed a Spirit baptism separate and distinct from conversion.

Sixty four years earlier (1816) Richard Allen had founded the African Methodist Episcopal Church as a direct result of racial divisions within the Body of Christ on earth.  The emphasis on individualism tempered the spirit of the times and set the tone for the rise of black independent churches.  Black worship and lifestyle proved to be problematic within mixed fellowships and resulted in the rise of independent black churches.  
2 Days to Pentecost Sunday

The Holiness Movement
The Movement:

In the midst of religious change and shifting loyalties, the youthful Elder Mason became attracted to the Holiness Movement   In 1895, he met Charles Price Jones, a newly elected pastor of the Mt Helms Baptist Church in Jackson, Mississippi.  Jones  influenced  by the doctrine of sanctification as a Baptist pastor in Selma, Alabama.  The united preaching of Jones and Mason created a crisis for conservative Black Baptist leaders.  The preaching of sanctification became so offensive both preachers were excommunicated from the Baptist denomination.

On the eve of the twentieth century, Jones and Mason participated in an informal group known as “the movement” which consisted of persons from various denominations who embraced the new doctrine of entire sanctification and holiness lifestyle.  From “the movement” emerged a loosely organized cluster of small congregations bearing such titles as “Churches of God” and “Churches of Christ.”  After diligently studying the Scriptures and much prayer and consecration, the search for identity had begun.  
The Emergent Church

In 1897, while walking along a street in Little Rock, Arkansas, Elder Mason received the revelation of a name grounded in  (1 Thessalonians 2: 14; 2 Thessalonians 1: 1 ) “the churches of God which are in Christ Jesus.”  During that divine encounter, the denominational name of the largest Pentecostal body in North America was birthed…the Church of God in Christ.  He remained under the pastorate of Elder Charles P. Jones who was a gifted poet and hymnologist. A news periodical was birthed called “Truth Magazine.”  A formal movement was born naming  Jones as overseer.  Jeter was placed over Arkansas while Mason was made overseer of Tennessee, a decision that was to prove momentous for future posterity,
2 Days to Pentecost Sunday

Pentecost & the Moment of Decision   
The Flame Ignites

Less than a decade later a Pentecostal revival swept Los Angeles, California. In God’s providence, William Joseph Seymour (circa, 1870 – 1922), a Baptist preacher with Holiness affiliation. Under the influence of the teaching of Charles Fox Parham, Seymour was invited to  pastor a small Holiness Mission in Los Angeles.  He had been exposed to the message that the baptism in the Holy Spirit is evidenced by speaking in tongues as found in Scripture. The message at the Holiness Mission sparked controversy and Seymour was not invited to return after his first message.   Richard and Ruth Asberry opened their arms of love and received Seymour at their residence for a Bible study and prayer service at 216 North Bonnie Brae Street.  
The worship experience led by several African-American women became so intense that the floor caved in from dancing in the Spirit.  A former African Methodist Episcopal Church (later became First AME ) a building that was a livery stable became the birth place of the modern Pentecostal Movement.  A revival conducted by William J. Seymour continued for three years non- stop.  Without proper public relations in place, no offerings were received within the worship center for fear it would offend God. Those in search of the more of God came from over fifty-three nations to receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit.

A Church is Born

Pastor Jones sent Elders Charles Mason, D.J. Young and J.A. Jeter  during the Spring of 1906 to assess the revival that had made every newspaper.  When Elder Mason returned  to share his claim of a third crisis experience (the baptism in the Holy Spirit), he was disfellowshiped  by  Jones and Jeter.  The following year a General Assembly was held in Jackson, Mississippi for the purpose of voting to sever the fellowship of Mason and his followers, while a General Assembly was held simultaneously in Memphis  to choose a Chief Apostle. Bishop Mason was unanimously chosen as Chief Apostle of the Church of God in Christ, a position he held until his demise November 17, 1961.

1  Day to Pentecost Sunday

Pentecostal Falling    
The Persecution
God anointed Bishop Charles Harrison Mason to evangelize North America and beyond.  Elder D.J. Young was appointed editor of the new periodical, The Whole Truth. Bishop Mason ordained ministers across racial lines during one of the most racist periods in our history, just past the turn of the century.  He honored the “prayer tradition” within the black religious experience. His evangelistic endeavors ran counter to mainstream religion and brought him under religious persecution.. A converted cotton gin warehouse became a sanctuary of praise. The revivals in Lexington, Mississippi became so intense that gunshots were fired into the worship auditorium. 
His commitment to the preaching of Hebrews 12: 14  “Follow peace with all men and holiness without which no man shall see the Lord” drew the ire of the Federal Bureau of Investigations for containing anti-war rhetoric.. The government tried to build a case against Bishop Mason for fraud and conspiracy. When federal agents confiscated Mason’s briefcase for what they thought would incriminate him, they found only a bottle of anointing oil, a handkerchief and a Bible.  The US District Court in Jackson Mississippi could never prosecute a case against him.  A “kangaroo court” in Paris Texas tried to no avail to convict him.  
A prosecutor en route to try a case against him in Jackson Mississippi was killed in a train incident. A mob in Arkansas tried to interrupt a baptism in Arkansas by using a pistol to intimidate the crowd of worshipers.  Each time the pistol was pointed away from Bishop Mason it would fire. He came to better appreciate Isaiah  54; 17) “No weapon formed against you shall prosper.” end
At the beginning of the Eighteenth century, among the French Protestants, there were wonderful manifestations of the Spirit power accompanied by the Gift of Tongues. The early Quakers received the same powerful religious stimulus and had the Gift of Tongues. The Irvingite church, about 1830, had the baptism with the Holy Ghost, and spoke in other tongues. In the Swedish revival in 1841-43 there were the same manifestations of the Spirit and also the Gift of Tongues. In the Irish revival of 1859 there is the record of the power of the Spirit in winning souls and the speaking in tongues by Spirit filled men and women. (For the above facts, my authority is Bishop Hurst's History of the Christian Church, Vol. 1). 

Pentecost Sunday

The Church of the Unlikly   

Pentecost Sunday

The Church of the Unlikly   

Reflections
Pentecost and the Descent of the Spirit  
W

orship among the people of the ancient Jewish nation of Israel incorporated into their regular assemblies, feasts and festivals. Such events were scheduled at specific times and were both civil and religious in nature.  Celebrations with regards to agriculture were important but also the commemoration of historic events in the life of the nation. Some events were never to be forgotten and were to be passed on to generations following. Pentecost was such a Jewish celebration.

The entire community participated in the feasts and festivals. Included in the celebrations were  strangers, the widow, the orphan, the poor and the Levites.  It is believed from certain accounts that a potluck type of meal was served. Meat was eaten and wine was consumed at these events. The fat and blood of certain animals were reserved for sacrifice to God as a burnt offering.  Pilgrimage is the operative word for major feasts to be observed at specific times during the year in designated places, and every male was expected to observe them. Above all Jewish feasts bolstered a memory of the past and renewal of faith in the God who  made them a people when they were no people.

Pentecost which literally means fifty is the Greek name for the Old Testament Feast of Weeks which was a festival that occurred on the 50th day [seven weeks] after the Jewish Passover.  Pentecost was one of the three annual pilgrimage feast for Jewish citizens, different from the Feast of Passover [Unleavened Bread] and Tabernacles [Ingathering]. 
As a harvest festival Pentecost marked the beginning of the time when the 

people brought their offerings of first fruits. See Leviticus [23:15 – 21 & Deuteronomy16:16]  for a detailed account of the rituals observed during 

this feast also known as the Day of First fruits.  [Exodus 23:16]  [Numbers 28:26]. Pentecost was later celebrated as the feast of covenant renewal.

A covenant is a serious concept in Jewish thought.  A covenant is a treaty, a political instrument, an agreement. After the fledgling Jewish nation’s deliverance from Egypt, they were bound together by covenants.  One such covenant read something like this, “if you will be my people, I will be your God.” The celebration of Pentecost came in time to be such a  marker. Pentecost became a benchmark in Jewish memory. There is much we can learn from this special celebration.
Acts 2: 1ff. “On the day of Pentecost, seven weeks after Jesus’ resurrection, the believers were meeting together in one place. Suddenly, there was a sound from heaven like the roaring of a mighty windstorm in the skies above them, and it filled the house where they were meeting. Then what looked like flames or tongues of fire appeared and settled on each of them. And everyone present was filled with the Holy Spirit. [LAB]
It is a strange coincidence that the descent of the Spirit in a collective way occurred on a Jewish Day of celebration also known as the Feast of Harvest, fifty days after Jewish Passover.  Jesus was crucified at Passover time and ascended forty [40] days after his resurrection. The descent of the Spirit occurred fifty [50] days  after the resurrection and ten [10] days after the Ascension. It took place at a time when Jews from many nations were gathering in Jerusalem for this festival.

The descent of the Spirit could have taken place on any other Feast day of celebration. In the Old Testament, the Spirit of God would come upon a person as in the case of Sampson to enable them to perform a specific task. At Babel in the book of Genesis the speakers were confused, but on the day of Pentecost the hearers were confused and amazed. The fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy took place at this Jewish celebration. For the church, Pentecost has  come to mean a celebration of God’s bestowal of the gift of the Spirit upon the Faith Community in a collective way. Tongues of fire sat upon each of them

It goes beyond the individual to the collective community of believers who are open to receiving the gift of the Spirit for effective witness at a time when courage is needed. The descent of the Spirit was for the purpose of empowering believers for a new age for the church.  The community who celebrated festivals can now participate in the renewal of the church for witness.  The celebration can continue as we drink the new wine of the Spirit and fully participate in a “new thing” in the world.

In modern times Pentecostalism is the term that refers to modern believers who embrace the possibility of receiving the same experience as the one hundred and twenty [120] gathered at Jerusalem in the Upper Room on this Jewish Feast Day of celebration called as Pentecost.  A Movement was born that has become a benchmark for the church universal. What took place on this Jewish festival can now be appropriated for the entire Body of believers everywhere and in every nation. The endowment of power that came with the descent of the Spirit was not limited to the Apostles as certain denominations teach.  It is for the whole people of God.  It transcends culture, race and ethnicity. Peter’s message on that day was international.  The message was also for those in the future as well as the present.  It was to as many as the “Lord our God shall call.”
What does this mean for the church and the world today?  Most readers stop at Acts 2: 1ff and do not continue reading to verse 41ff.  Those who believed Peter’s message were added to the church and devoted themselves to apostolic teaching, fellowship, prayer and sharing in the Lord’s Supper.  After experiencing miracles, signs and wonders, they came together constantly and shared everything they had. They sold their possessions and shared with those in need.  As they praised God they shared their meals with joy as they worshiped in the Temple and went from house to house in authentic fellowship.
1. A healthy Spirit filled church will attract people. The Jerusalem church’s  zeal was contagious. What are you doing to make the place where you worship become contagious with love?  They received the word of God gladly. Where the word is received gladly it becomes transformative.  Have we lost the authority given to us from above? How can we recover it?
2. The power and discipline of the church in a post-modern era have been diminished. The coercive power of the church has been diminished by a secularism that taunts God in every aspect of society.  In modern society God is used for convenience as we prescribe a pill for every pain. When the Spirit descends upon a community of believers, a genuine sense of community takes place. That sense of community always goes after the “least of these” among us.
3. We miss the purpose of Pentecost if we focus only on material prosperity. Our well-being is a part of God’s guarantee to make adequate provisions for us. Prayer is entering God’s presence for cleansing and decision-making [ES Jones]. The challenges against the church are greater.  Demonic forces are more subtle. Pentecost can and must become a time and pivotal place for renewal and recovery of the Faith Community.  Let’s redeem the time for the days are evil. 

         Dr. Leonard Lovett, Ecumenical Officer, COGIC
Pentecost 
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